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(2) calls upon the people of the United 

States— 
(A) to sacrifice 2 meals on Thursday, No-

vember 16, 2006; and 
(B) to donate to a religious or charitable 

organization of their choice the money that 
they would have spent on food for that day 
for the purpose of feeding the hungry. 

f 

MR. BRITT ‘‘MAX’’ MAYFIELD 
The resolution (S. Res. 604) recog-

nizing the work and accomplishments 
of Mr. Britt ‘‘Max’’ Mayfield, Director 
of National Hurricane Center’s Trop-
ical Prediction Center upon his retire-
ment was considered and agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution (S. Res. 604), with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 604 

Whereas Mr. Britt ‘‘Max’’ Mayfield is 
known as the ‘‘Walter Cronkite of Weather’’, 
trustworthy, calming, and always giving the 
facts straight; 

Whereas Mr. Mayfield is a Fellow of the 
American Meteorological Society and a na-
tionally and internationally recognized ex-
pert on hurricanes, and has presented papers 
at national and international scientific 
meetings, lectured in training sessions spon-
sored by the United Nations World Meteoro-
logical Organization, and provided numerous 
interviews to electronic and print media 
worldwide; 

Whereas in 2006, Mr. Mayfield received the 
Government Communicator of the Year 
Award from the National Association of Gov-
ernment Communicators, a national not-for- 
profit professional network of government 
employees who disseminate information 
within and outside the government, as well 
as the prestigious Neil Frank Award from 
the National Hurricane Conference; 

Whereas in 2005, Mr. Mayfield received a 
Presidential Rank Award for Meritorious 
Service from President George W. Bush and 
was named ABC Television Network’s ‘‘Per-
son of the Week’’ after Hurricane Katrina; 

Whereas in 2004, the Federal Coordinator 
for Meteorological Services and Supporting 
Research presented the Richard Hagemeyer 
Award to Mr. Mayfield at the Interdepart-
mental Hurricane Conference for his con-
tributions to the hurricane warning program 
of the United States; 

Whereas also in 2004, the National Acad-
emy of Television Arts and Sciences 
Suncoast Chapter recognized Mr. Mayfield 
with the Governor’s Award, more commonly 
known as an ‘‘Emmy’’, for extraordinary 
contributions to television by an individual 
not otherwise eligible for an Emmy; 

Whereas in 2000, Mr. Mayfield received an 
Outstanding Achievement Award at the Na-
tional Hurricane Conference and in 1996 the 
American Meteorological Society honored 
him with the Francis W. Reichelderfer 
Award for exemplary performance as coordi-
nator of the National Hurricane Center’s 
hurricane preparedness training for emer-
gency preparedness officials and the general 
public; 

Whereas Mr. Mayfield and his colleagues 
have been recognized by the Department of 
Commerce with Gold Medals for work during 
Hurricane Andrew in 1992 and Hurricane Isa-
bel in 2003, and a Silver Medal during Hurri-
cane Gilbert in 1988; 

Whereas Mr. Mayfield was also awarded a 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration Bronze Medal for creating a public- 
private partnership to support the disaster 
preparedness of the United States; and 

Whereas Mr. Mayfield is the current Chair-
man of the World Meteorological Organiza-

tion Regional Association-IV, which sup-
ports 26 members from Atlantic and eastern 
Pacific countries: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors Mr. Britt ‘‘Max’’ Mayfield’s com-

mitment to improving the accuracy of hurri-
cane forecasting as Director of the National 
Hurricane Center’s Tropical Prediction Cen-
ter; 

(2) thanks Mr. Mayfield for his service, 
which has undoubtedly helped to save count-
less lives and the property of citizens around 
the world; 

(3) commends Mr. Mayfield’s dedication to 
expanding educational opportunities for 
State and local emergency management offi-
cials; 

(4) acknowledges the critical role that Mr. 
Mayfield has played in forecast and service 
improvements over his 34-year career; 

(5) recognizes the unwavering support of 
Mr. Mayfield’s family in supporting his ca-
reer; 

(6) wishes Mr. Mayfield continued success 
in his future endeavors; and 

(7) recognizes the support and work of the 
staff of the National Hurricane Center’s 
Tropical Prediction Center during Mr. 
Mayfield’s tenure as Director of the Center. 

f 

HISPANIC ASSOCIATION OF 
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

The resolution (S. Res. 608) recog-
nizing the contributions of Hispanic 
Serving Institutions and the 20 years of 
educational endeavors provided by the 
Hispanic Association of Colleges and 
Universities was considered and agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution (S. Res. 608), with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 608 

Whereas 202 Hispanic Serving Institutions 
provide a gateway to higher education for 
the Hispanic community, enrolling nearly 
half of all Hispanic students in college today; 

Whereas the Hispanic Association of Col-
leges and Universities, founded in San Anto-
nio, Texas, has grown from 18 founding col-
leges and universities, to more than 400 
United States colleges and universities, 
which the Association recognizes as Hispanic 
Serving Institutions, associate members, and 
partners; 

Whereas the Hispanic Association of Col-
leges and Universities plays a vital role in 
advocating for the growth, development, and 
infrastructure enhancement of Hispanic 
Serving Institutions in order to provide a 
better and more complete postsecondary 
education for Hispanics and other students 
who attend these institutions; 

Whereas the Hispanic Association of Col-
leges and Universities is the only national 
education association that represents His-
panic Serving Institutions and advocates on 
a national and State level for the edu-
cational achievement and success of His-
panic students in higher education; 

Whereas the membership of the Hispanic 
Association of Colleges and Universities has 
extended beyond the borders of the United 
States to include over 45 colleges and univer-
sities in Latin America, Spain, and Portugal 
in order to expand education, research, and 
outreach through international opportuni-
ties for faculty, internships, scholarships, 
and governmental partnerships for students 
at Hispanic Serving Institutions; and 

Whereas the 4th week in October 2006 is an 
appropriate time to express such recognition 
during the 20th Anniversary Conference of 
the Hispanic Association of Colleges and 

Universities in San Antonio, Texas: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the national role of the His-

panic Association of Colleges and Univer-
sities as an advocate and champion for His-
panic higher education and congratulates 
the organization on its 20th Anniversary; 

(2) applauds Hispanic Serving Institutions 
for their work to provide quality educational 
opportunities to all Hispanic and other stu-
dents who attend their institutions; and 

(3) urges university presidents, faculty, 
staff, and supporters of Hispanic higher edu-
cation to continue their efforts to recruit, 
retain, educate, and graduate students who 
might not otherwise pursue a postsecondary 
education. 

f 

CHILD AWARENESS WEEK 
The resolution (S. Res. 609) honoring 

the children’s charities, youth-serving 
organizations, and other nongovern-
mental organizations committed to en-
riching and bettering the lives of chil-
dren and designating the week of Sep-
tember 24, 2006, as ‘‘Child Awareness 
Week’’ was considered and agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution (S. Res. 609), with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 609 

Whereas the children and youths of the 
United States represent the future of the 
United States; 

Whereas numerous individuals, children’s 
organizations, and youth-serving organiza-
tions that work with children and youths on 
a daily basis provide invaluable services that 
serve to enrich and better the lives of chil-
dren and youths; 

Whereas by strengthening and supporting 
children’s and youth-serving charities and 
other similar nongovernmental organiza-
tions and by encouraging greater collabora-
tion among these organizations, the lives of 
many more children may be enriched and 
made better; 

Whereas heightening people’s awareness of 
and increasing the support by the United 
States for children and youth-serving organi-
zations that provide access to healthcare, so-
cial services, education, the arts, sports, and 
other services will help to improve the lives 
of children and youths; 

Whereas September is a time when par-
ents, families, teachers, school administra-
tors, and others increase their focus on pre-
paring children and youths of the United 
States for the future as they begin a new 
school year and it is a time for the people of 
the United States as a whole to highlight 
and be mindful of the needs of children and 
youths; 

Whereas ‘‘Child Awareness Week’’, ob-
served in September, recognizes the chil-
dren’s charities, youth-serving organiza-
tions, and other nongovernmental organiza-
tions across the United States for the work 
they do to improve and enrich the lives of 
children and youths of the United States; 
and 

Whereas a week-long salute to children and 
youths is in the public interest and will en-
courage support for these charities and orga-
nizations that seek to provide a better future 
for the children and youths of the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of September 24, 

2006, as ‘‘Child Awareness Week’’; 
(2) recognizes with great appreciation the 

children’s charities and youth-serving orga-
nizations across the United States for their 
efforts on behalf of children and youths; and 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:22 Nov 17, 2006 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00124 Fmt 4637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A16NO6.091 S16NOPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S11101 November 16, 2006 
(3) calls on the people of the United States 

to— 
(A) observe the week of September 24, 2006, 

by focusing on the needs of the children and 
youths of the United States; 

(B) recognize the efforts of children’s char-
ities and youth-serving organizations to en-
rich and better the lives of the children and 
youths of the United States; and 

(C) support the efforts of the children’s 
charities and youth-serving organizations of 
the United States as an investment for the 
future of the United States. 

f 

INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELEC-
TORAL COMMISSION OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA 

The resolution (S. Res. 611) sup-
porting the efforts of the Independent 
National Electoral Commission of the 
Government of Nigeria, political par-
ties, civil societies, religious organiza-
tions, and the people of Nigeria from 
one civilian government to another in 
the general elections to be held in 
April 2007 was considered and agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution (S. Res. 611), with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 611 

Whereas the United States maintains 
strong and friendly relations with Nigeria 
and values the leadership role that Nigeria 
plays throughout the continent of Africa, 
particularly in the establishment of the New 
Partnership for African Development and the 
African Union; 

Whereas Nigeria is an important strategic 
partner with the United States in combating 
terrorism, promoting regional stability, and 
improving energy security; 

Whereas Nigeria has been, and continues to 
be, a leading supporter of the peacekeeping 
efforts of the United Nations and the Eco-
nomic Community of West African States by 
contributing troops to operations in Leb-
anon, Yugoslavia, Kuwait, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, So-
malia, Rwanda, and Sudan; 

Whereas past corruption and poor govern-
ance have resulted in weak political institu-
tions, crumbling infrastructure, a feeble 
economy, and an impoverished population; 

Whereas political aspirants and the demo-
cratic process of Nigeria are being threat-
ened by increasing politically-motivated vio-
lence, including the assassination of 3 guber-
natorial candidates in different states during 
the previous 2 months; and 

Whereas the Chairperson of the Inde-
pendent National Electoral Commission 
has— 

(1) announced that governorship and state 
assembly elections will be held on April 14, 
2007; 

(2) stated that voting for the president and 
national assembly will take place on April 
21, 2007; and 

(3) vowed to organize free and fair elections 
to facilitate a smooth democratic transition: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the importance of Nigeria as 

a strategic partner and long-time friend of 
the United States; 

(2) acknowledges the increasing signifi-
cance of the leadership of Nigeria through-
out the region and continent; 

(3) commends the decision of the National 
Assembly of Nigeria to reject an amendment 
to the constitution that would have lifted 
the existing 2-term limit and allowed for a 
third presidential term; 

(4) encourages the Government of Nigeria 
and the Independent National Electoral 
Commission to demonstrate a commitment 
to successful democratic elections by— 

(A) developing an aggressive plan for voter 
registration and education; 

(B) addressing charges of past or intended 
corruption in a transparent manner; and 

(C) conducting objective and unbiased re-
cruitment and training of election officials; 

(5) urges the Government of Nigeria to re-
spect the freedoms of association and assem-
bly, including the right of candidates, mem-
bers of political parties, and others— 

(A) to freely assemble; 
(B) to organize and conduct public events; 

and 
(C) to exercise those and other rights in a 

manner free from intimidation or harass-
ment; 

(6) urges a robust effort by the law enforce-
ment and judicial officials of Nigeria to en-
force the rule of law, particularly by— 

(A) preventing and investigating politi-
cally-motivated violence; and 

(B) prosecuting those suspected of such 
acts; 

(7) urges— 
(A) President Bush to ensure that the 

United States supports the democratic gains 
made in Nigeria during the last 8 years; and 

(B) the Government of Nigeria to actively 
seek the support of the international com-
munity for democratic, free, and fair elec-
tions in April 2007; and 

(8) expresses the support of the United 
States for coordinated efforts by the Govern-
ment of Nigeria and the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission to work with 
political parties, civil society, religious or-
ganizations, and other entities to organize a 
peaceful political transition based on free 
and fair elections in April 2007 to further 
consolidate the democracy of Nigeria. 

f 

ESPERANZA INCIDENT FIRE IN 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA IN OCTO-
BER 2006 
The resolution (S. Res. 614) honoring 

the firefighters and other public serv-
ants who responded to the devastating 
Esperanza incident fire in southern 
California in October 2006 was consid-
ered and agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution (S. Res. 614), with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 614 

Whereas, in late October 2006, the moun-
tain communities west of Palm Springs, 
California were struck by a vast wildfire, 
which came to be known as the Esperanza 
Incident and which authorities believe was 
started by an arsonist; 

Whereas the Esperanza Incident fire trag-
ically claimed lives, homes and other build-
ings, and more than 40,000 acres of terrain; 

Whereas nearly 3,000 firefighters from doz-
ens of fire crews courageously battled the 
fast-spreading blaze, which was fanned by 
Santa Ana wind gusts up to 60 miles per 
hour; 

Whereas 4 firefighters—Mark Loutzenhiser, 
Jess McLean, Jason McKay, and Daniel Hoo-
ver-Najera—made the ultimate sacrifice by 
giving their lives when flames overtook 
them as they tried to protect a home; 

Whereas an additional firefighter, Pablo 
Cerda, joined them in that sacrifice when he 
too lost his life, after fighting to survive for 
6 days in a hospital before succumbing to 
burns he had received fighting alongside his 
fallen colleagues; 

Whereas firefighters honored the spirit of 
their fallen colleagues by completing the job 

they started and controlling the blaze, even 
while recognizing considerable danger to 
their own well-being; 

Whereas skilled and courageous aircraft 
personnel and additional emergency per-
sonnel, including law enforcement and med-
ical personnel, also responded to the threat 
posed by the fire; and 

Whereas law enforcement personnel are ag-
gressively pursuing the conviction of the ar-
sonist, and generous Californians have of-
fered additional funds, on top of those of-
fered by the Riverside County Board of Su-
pervisors, to help bring the arsonist to jus-
tice: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes and honors— 
(A) all of the firefighters who responded to 

the devastating Esperanza Incident fire in 
southern California in October 2006; and 

(B) all others, including emergency, law 
enforcement, and medical personnel and air-
craft crews, who contributed to controlling 
the fire, keeping Californians safe, and find-
ing and arresting the suspected arsonist; and 

(2) commends the firefighters and other 
personnel who responded to the fire for dedi-
cated service to the people of California. 

f 

ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY, 
INCORPORATED 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 384) recognizing and honoring the 
100th anniversary of the founding of 
the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incor-
porated, the first intercollegiate 
Greek-letter fraternity established for 
African Americans, was considered and 
agreed to. 

f 

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
CONGRESS THAT PUBLIC POLICY 
SHOULD CONTINUE TO PROTECT 
AND STRENGTHEN THE ABILITY 
OF FARMERS AND RANCHERS TO 
JOIN TOGETHER IN COOPERA-
TIVE SELF-HELP EFFORTS 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 119) expressing the sense of the 
Congress that public policy should con-
tinue to protect and strengthen the 
ability of farmers and ranchers to join 
together in cooperative self-help ef-
forts was considered and agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 

Res. 119), with its preamble, reads as 
follows: 

S. CON. RES. 119 

Whereas the ability of farmers and ranch-
ers in the United States to join together in 
cooperative self-help efforts is vital to their 
continued economic viability; 

Whereas Federal laws have long recognized 
the importance of protecting and strength-
ening the ability of farmers and ranchers to 
join together in cooperative self-help efforts, 
including to cooperatively market their 
products, ensure access to competitive mar-
kets, and help achieve other important pub-
lic policy goals; 

Whereas farmer- and rancher-owned co-
operatives play an important role in helping 
farmers and ranchers improve their income 
from the marketplace, manage their risk, 
meet their credit and other input needs, and 
compete more effectively in a rapidly chang-
ing global economy; 

Whereas farmer- and rancher-owned co-
operatives also play an important role in 
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